CHAPTER XIV
FROST AND ORCHARD HEATING

PEKHAPS no phase of citriculture has advanced with,
more rapid strides during the last few years than orchard
heating. For hundreds of years in certain parts of Europe
some protection to vineyards and gardens has been se-
cured in a crude way by smudging. The modern science
of orchard heating as practiced to-day, however, has been,
developed within the past fifteen or twenty years. More-
over this subject is of such vital interest to every citrus
grower that it is considered well worth while to discuss the
matter more or less in detail.

HISTORICAL  COLD  PERIODS
In Blodget's " Climatology/' published in 1857, we find
mention of a cold period as early as 1748 which caused con-*
siderable damage to the tropical fruits of the South.
Other cold periods occured in Florida in 1766,1780,1800,
1835, 1852, 1876, 1886; and in 1894-95, the memorable
double freeze occurred which almost wiped out the citrus
orchards of Florida and changed the geography of the
citrus industry there. Cold periods may therefore be ex-
pected to recur at intervals of about twenty years.
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